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 RESOLUTION NO. 2021-46  
 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE UNITED NATIONS TREATY ON THE 
PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Walla Walla passed Municipal Ordinance A-2405 on 
May 13, 1970 which classified the City of Walla Walla as a nonchartered code city under 
Title 35A of the Revised Code Washington (RCW); and 
 WHEREAS, RCW 35A.11.020 provides in pertinent part that “[t]he legislative 
body of each code city shall have all powers possible for a city or town to have under the 
Constitution of this state, and not specifically denied to code cities by law;” and 
 WHEREAS, nuclear weapons, the most devastating weapons ever created by 
human beings, are an existential threat to all higher life on earth with their immense 
destructive capacity and trans-generational radiation effects; and 
 WHEREAS, the nine nuclear nations possess an arsenal of approximately 13,800 
nuclear weapons, more than 90% of which are held by Russia and the United States and 
more than 9,000 are operationally deployed; and 
 WHEREAS, nuclear weapons are designed to destroy cities and the detonation of 
even a single modern nuclear weapon on one of our cities would profoundly change the 
course of our history; and  
 WHEREAS, detonating a nuclear weapon either by accident, miscalculation, or 
deliberate use would pose grave implications for human survival, the environment, 
socioeconomic development, the global economy, food security, and the health of current 
and future generations; and 
 WHEREAS, atmospheric physicists maintain that detonation of even 100 
Hiroshima sized nuclear bombs on cities far from Washington State would send millions 
of tons of smoke into the stratosphere, blocking sunlight and creating a “nuclear winter” 
in the entire northern hemisphere, with the result that no harvests would be possible for 
up to ten years, causing famine and grave social disruption for billions of humans, 
including those in Walla Walla; and  
 WHEREAS, no health care system anywhere in the world would be able to cope 
with the humanitarian impact of a nuclear war, even a limited one; and 
 WHEREAS, our testing, production, and use of nuclear weapons makes clear the 
racial injustice and harm to human health caused from uranium mining on indigenous 
land, from 67 nuclear weapon tests in the Marshall Islands, the bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, and the contamination of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation; and 
 WHEREAS, $73 billion was spent on nuclear weapons in 2020; and 
 WHEREAS, Several nuclear-armed nations are modernizing their nuclear 
programs and the United States is planning to spend at least $1.7 trillion to enhance its 
nuclear arsenal, money that could be used for necessary programs such as education, 
healthcare, infrastructure, and the environment but will serve only to exacerbate the 
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problems listed above and fuel a global nuclear arms race, already well underway; and 
 WHEREAS, Walla Walla lies 171 miles from Wellpinit, Washington, where, in 
1955, Midnite Mine, a uranium mine, was built on the Spokane Tribe of Indians 
Reservation. It operated from 1955-1965 and from 1968-1981, providing uranium for the 
production of nuclear bombs; and 
 WHEREAS, Walla Walla is situated 66 miles from Hanford, Washington, where, 
at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, the plutonium was produced that was used in the 
bomb that destroyed the city of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945; and 
 WHEREAS, the nuclear activity in the Hanford area, which remains one of the 
most toxic regions in the Western Hemisphere, displaced local residents, affected the 
health of Downwinders in Washington and Oregon, and caused sacred sites, villages, and 
fishing areas of Native American tribes to be lost; and 
 WHEREAS, if Washington State were a country, it would be the third leading 
nuclear power in the world after Russia and the United States; and 
 WHEREAS, the 1,300 nuclear warheads sitting at the Kitsap Bangor Naval Base 
just 18 miles from Seattle make the area a major strategic target in any war, nuclear or 
otherwise; and 
 WHEREAS, cities, being the main targets of nuclear weapons, have a special 
responsibility to their constituents to speak out against any role for nuclear weapons in 
national security doctrines; and  
 WHEREAS, the city of Walla Walla is committed to the protection and health of 
human life and the environment; and   
 WHEREAS, the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), which entered into force 
in 1970, requires the Unites States, Russia, China, France, and England to negotiate “in 
good faith” the end of the nuclear arms race “at an early date” and get rid of their nuclear 
arsenals; and 
 WHEREAS, the time has come to end decades of deadlock in disarmament and to 
move the world towards the elimination of nuclear weapons; and  
 WHEREAS, in July 2017, 122 nations called for the elimination of all nuclear 
weapons by adopting the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
which has been in force since January 22, 2021; and  
 WHEREAS, the Walla Walla City Council has considered this matter during a 
regularly called public meeting of said Council, has given said matter careful review and 
consideration, and finds that passage of this resolution is an appropriate function for the 
city and that the best interests of the City of Walla Walla will be thereby served, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Walla Walla resolves as 
follows: 
 
Section 1: The City Council of Walla Walla supports the United Nations’ Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and urges the US federal government to fulfill its 
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ethical obligations to its people and join the global effort to prevent nuclear war by 
signing and ratifying the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 
 
Section 2: The Walla Walla City Clerk is directed to transmit copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United States, each United States Senator and 
Representative from the state of Washington, and to the Governor of Washington, asking 
them to support the United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 
 
 PASSED by the City Council of the City of Walla Walla, Washington, March 24, 
2021. 
 
 
 
       ____________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
____________________ 
City Attorney 


